
HARMONICS 
THE VOICE OF THE ROWAN AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 

January  2020  -  Issue 399 

RARS ATTENDANCE 

Christmas Dinner and Meeting 

12/9/19 
 

1. W4HG   Wayne Ashworth 

2. KM4JWE   Mike Bebber 

3. KM4JWF   Suzanne Bebber 

4. KN4VVQ   Jeremy Brown, Sr 

5. Pending   Jeremy Brown, Jr 

6. WB4AQK  Ralph Brown 

7. KM4STA   Aaron Cameron 

8. KJ4HF   Ken Clifton 

9. W4CZJ   Mike Culbreth 

10. K4OIB   Tim Foster 

11. W4JNG   Neal Goodman 

12. W4PID   Dick Hattaway 

13. KA4NHL   Nona Morris 

14. AK4AN   Arnold Moss 

15. KN4JZR   Gary Moss 

16. KU4PT   Ralph Mowery 

17. K4MV   Mark Scott 

18. KN4WAU Joe Shore 

19. KB4ZNS   Skip Staton 

20. NT4N   Mike Vogel 

21. K4PM   Rick Wallace 

22. AF4D   Frank Waring 

23. W4YF   Jim Winters 

24. N4YZ   Tommie Wood 

25. KA2NRW  Larry Zieglmeier 

 

 

 

RARS MEETING MINUTES 

Christmas Dinner and Meeting 

12/9/19 

 There were no formal minutes taken as this 

was more of an informal dinner meeting, so 

these are just some of the highlights. 

 Congratulations go to Andy Kaufman, 

KB2AZG for winning the election for Secre-

tary and Neal Goodman, W4JNG for winning 

the election for Treasurer.  There were no tak-

ers for the position of President or Vice-

President.  The group was warned that we 

must have a President and Vice-President ac-

cording to the Clubs Constitution.  If no one is 

willing to take the positions, we would be in 

violation.  There will be one last attempt made 

at the January Meeting. 

 Jim Winters, W4YF, presented this years win-

ner of “The Operator Of The Year” plaque to 

Neal Goodman, N4JNG noting that is was a 

very close race. 

 It was mentioned by Tommie Wood, N4YZ, 

that Billy Stewart, WA4PVI, and himself were 

working on a proposal to replace our ailing 

VHF repeater. 

  Aaron Cameron, KM4STA, was thanked for 

putting together this nice dinner on such short 

notice and was enjoyed by all. 

 The 2019 officers were thanked for doing a 

fine job for the previous year. 

 It was also mentioned the FARC Club in Feb-

ruary will be hosting a program by Stuart 

Smolkin, WA5EYI from the Asheville Mu-

seum. 

 



The Rowan Amateur Radio Society 

P. O. Box 1112 

Granite Quarry, NC 28072 

 

The Rowan Amateur Radio Society exists to secure for 

its members the pleasures and benefits of associating 

with persons commonly interested in amateur radio in 

any and all its facets. Its purpose is to facilitate the ex-

change of information, radio knowledge, fraternalism 

and individual operating efficiency among members. 

Society programs and activities are intended to advance 

the general interest and welfare of amateur radio in the 

general community. The Society is a nonprofit organiza-

tion and seeks no payment for services it provides the 

community’s agencies.  

 

Membership 

Membership in the Society is open to all applicants who 

express a willingness to abide by the Society’s Constitu-

tion and By-laws. Persons may apply at regular meet-

ings and are considered elected when approved by two-

thirds of those members present. 

 

Meetings 

Regular meetings are held on the second Monday night 

of the month at 7:00 PM at the Rowan Rescue Squad’s 

building at 1140 Julian Road, Salisbury, NC 28146 

 

2020 Officers 

President -  NONE 

Vice President -  NONE 

Secretary - Andy Kaufman, KB2AZG,  

Treasurer - Neal Goodman, W4JNG,  

Harmonics, the club newsletter, is published mostly 

monthly. Submit articles, complaints, corrections, or 

comments to the club Editor. Material may be reprinted 

provided proper credit is given. 

 

Editor - Jim Winters, W4YF@carolina.rr.com 

On the web: www.RowanARS.org 

Presidents Corner 

If you attended the December meeting or read the min-

utes in this issue of Harmonics, you will have noticed 

that for 2020 we do not have a President or Vice Presi-

dent.  While our Bylaws call for an election of officers 

at the December meeting, a motion was made and ap-

proved to revisit the election of President and Vice 

President at our January meeting.  (This is not the only 

thing that will be going on at the January meeting.)  I 

would ask that each of you give consideration to taking 

on one of these offices or encouraging someone you 

think would do a good job to do so.  

 

Mark 

K4MV 

Next Months Program 

 

 
 

The program will be Aaron Cameron talking about 

and doing a live demo of remote operation using an 

Icom IC-7300 and the Icom software. 
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Meeting Attendance from 11/11/19 

 

1. W4JNG Neal Goodman 

2. KM4STA Aaron Cameron 

3. K4MV Mark Scott 

4. W4HG Wayne Ashworth 

5. W4YF Jim Winters 

6. AF4D Frank Waring 

7. Guest Gene Long 

8. Guest Craig Ball 

9. K4PXU Derwood Pucket 

10. KB2AZG Andy Kaufman 

11. KU4PT Ralph Mowery 

12. WG8Y Mark Kelner 

13. KB0ZNS J. Skip Staton 

14. W4CZJ Michael Culbreth 

15. KM4JWE Michael Bebber 

16. KM4JWF Susanne Bebber 

17. KJ4BKJ Len Denton 

18. WB4AQK Ralph Brown 

19. W4PID Dick Hattaway 

 

Meeting Minutes From 11/11/19 

 

I did not have my regular notebook that evening and 

cannot find the minutes at this time. 

 

KB2AZG  Andy. 
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Message from the Club Treasurer 

 
Per RARS Constitution & By-Laws: 

 

Section 6. Dues 

1. Dues and assessments may be levied 

upon the general membership by a ma-

jority of those present at any regu-

lar meeting as deemed necessary for 

the business of the Society. 

2. All dues shall be payable the last 

day of October each year, and if not 

paid by the first meeting in December 

the member shall be considered an in-

active member for a period of one 

year. 

 

Location: 

Bostian Heights Fire Department 

Community Room 

8211 Old Concord Road 

Salisbury, NC  28146 

 

To upgrade please bring a copy of your existing license 

for us to file with your application, the original license, 

a photo ID, and $12 testing fee. People looking to get a 

license for the first time please bring 2 forms of ID     

(1 should be a photo ID) and the $12 testing fee. 

 

From the FCC: 

The Federal Communications Commission will be 

changing the way new amateur radio applicants regis-

ter for a FCC Registration Number (FRN). New appli-

cants, without a FRN, are encourage to first create a 

FCC User ID and FRN, before taking their examina-

tion. Providing the FRN, with your examination appli-

cation will allow the Volunteer Exam Coordinators or 

Commercial Operator License Examination Manager 

to submit your application, with this information. You 

will be able to use your FRN to use ULS to search the 

status of your application, with the FCC. To aid in this 

process, below is a step-by-step video guide that will 

walk through the steps of creating a FCC User ID and 

FRN. This is the address to see a tutorial on the proc-

ess. http://fcc.gov/rofrn 

 

 

The next Testing  

Session will be: 

 

Saturday January 18th, 2020 

 at 9:30am 
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Happy holidays and 73, Karl W4CHX 

 

Karl Bowman, W4CHX 

ARRL NC Section Manager (2014-2020) 

NC COML Type III AHIMT NC0039 

ECD / NC SS-AUXCOMM Instructor 

5509 Shimer Farm Lane 

Raleigh, NC 27614-6301 

919-669-6068 (mobile) 

tuvets@bellsouth.net 

Message from our ARRL Section 

Manager 

I am pleased to announce that Dr. 

Marvin Hoffman, WA4NC of Boone will 

be the new ARRL NC Section Manager 

beginning April 1, 2020. 

 Marv WA4NC is a Life Member and for-

mer President of the Watauga Amateur 

Radio Club.  His primary interest is 

emergency communications.  Marv WA4NC 

is credentialed by the NC Division of 

Emergency Management (NCEM)is a COML 

Type III AHIMT; a credentialed COMT; 

and, he is a member of NCEM’s Western 

Branch Incident Management Team.  

Marv WA4NC is currently the Assistant 

District Emergency Coordinator (Area 

12) for NCARES-NC AUXCOMM.  In addi-

tion, Marv WA4NC is an ECD-recognized 

Instructor of the AUXCOMM curriculum.  

In 2015, Marv WA4NC received the KB4C 

– Miriam Smith Memorial Award, which 

honors an amateur radio operator 

within the 16 western counties of 

North Carolina who is active in their 

commitment to emergency and public 

service communications through the 

ARES/RACES programs.  Marv WA4NC is 

one of the most active amateurs in 

western NC and presently hosts three 

VHF/UHF repeaters (2 DMR, 1 FM ana-

log) in the “high country” area.  Dr. 

Hoffman is a retired faculty member 

from Appalachian State University.  

Marv WA4NC holds an Amateur Extra li-

cense.   

I have known and worked with Marv 

WA4NC for an extended period and I am 

very confident he will provide out-

standing leadership for the NC Sec-

tion.  Please take the time to meet 

Marv WA4NC and support him as the new 

ARRL NC Section Manager.   

I would like to thank you for the op-

portunity to be your Section Manager.  

Your friendship and support made Sec-

tion Manager tasks easier and fun.  

As always, thanks for all that you 

are doing for amateur radio and for 

your community.  It is appreciated 

greatly! 

 

mailto:tuvets@bellsouth.net
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DX Operations for January, 2020 

 
For the middle of the winter, at the bottom of the sun-

spot cycle, the DX world has actually been interesting 

lately.   

 

First off, 9Q6BB has signed off from the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo.  Nando was very active there, 

and if you did not work him, it’s a shame.  He had a 

good signal and was always available.  He is retiring 

and moving back to his homeland and old call, EA4BB.   

Expect DRC to be very rare for a while.  Read about 

Nando and his adventures at https://dx-world.net/9q6bb

-dem-republic-of-congo/ 

One thing to look forward to in January  is the Russian 

Robinson Club’s visit to Palestine. T hey will be sign-

ing E44RU and will be active on all HF bands and 

modes.  Their activity will begin on Jan 6 and end on 

Jan 14.  This is a no holds barred expedition group, and 

they will have a big signal and good receivers no matter 

what band they are on.  This is the same group that put 

on XR0ZRC and XR1RRC last year.  If you need E4 

for anything, this is your chance.  See https://

dxpedition.wixsite.com/e44ru 

Keep your eyes and ears open for RI0B, especially if 

you are an island chaser ( IOTA ) .. He is activating AS

-068 in mid march.  There is absolutely nothing cooler  

in propagation to hear his signals wander across the 

artic with all the aurora flutter and magnetic interfer-

ence.  It sounds ‘otherworldly’ to say the least.  Moni-

tor DX World ( link at bottom ) for his activity.   

ZF2PG will be active from Cayman Islands this month.  

He’s doing some antenna work, getting ready for the 

CQ WPX SSB contest in March.  He already has an 

antenna farm that is beyond the dreams of most ama-

teur operators, so he should have a bang up signal dur-

ing January tests.   

T88AQ will be active from Palau.  This part of the 

world is difficult for me, my antennas ( dipoles between 

trees ) just don’t seem to be oriented correctly.  How-

ever, the Japanese guys usually put on a pretty good 

effort and I will be looking for them on 40M to fill a 

band slot.  Look for T88CZ and others later in the 

month if you miss T88AQ.  In the mean time, I will be 

planting new trees. 

Also, VP9NK will be active from Norfolk Island ( no, 

not Virginia ) from mid January to Mid April, plus or 

minus.  He will be a single op station, should be very 

effective from that part of the world if propagation 

works in his favor.   He plans on FT8 operation as well 

as CW and SSB.   

Some other news that has been floating around the 

internet concerns Dom Grzyb and his efforts to active 

Bouvet Island.  He plans on trying again, maybe this 

winter.  If you’ve not followed this story, Bouvet is #2 

on the all time country/entity wanted list, second only 

behind North Korea.  There was an expedition that left 

Chile two years ago or so, and was anchored by the is-

land when one of the two main engine gearboxes in 

their vessel decided to fail.  They limped back to South 

Africa, unable to make their original port, and have 

since gone on to put on other expeditions, including 

Pitcairn last fall.  Dom has tried once, last year from 

South Africa, on a recently refurbished artic workboat, 

and ran into weather that tore equipment off the deck 

and forced them to abandon the project, 60 or so miles 

from the island.  It’s not an easy place to get to.  Dom is 

once again looking for funds.  If you are interested in 

what they are doing, and want to explore their efforts, 

see https://bouvetoya.org/3yoi-preparations-resumed/  I 

personally hope they get there this time.  And I hope 

they get back safely.   

I am really excited about the new ClubLog live stream-

ing capability.  A representative example might be seen 

at https://clublog.org/livestream/zc4uw .  Although the 

ZC4UW expedition will be over by the time you read 

this, it at least may give a picture of how the live 

streaming works.  The calls of stations just worked 

scroll from the bottom on the right hand side of the 

screen.  There is a log search button, and a DX Spots 

button also there.  The statistics for the expedition are at 

the top right, including time, QSO count, and QSOs per 

minute.  Across the top, above the map are markers for 

where the expedition is operating at present.   The col-

ors are described in the documentation ling at the bot-

tom right hand corner.  And there’s the map.  It is a real 

time propagation tool beyond all others.   If you are 

following a station that indicates they are using 

ClubLog’s Live Stream service, be sure to check it out. 

 I think that 40M may become my favorite DX band for 

the next few months.  Like everyone  else I await the 

upturn of the solar cycle.  Four years from now, things 

will be rocking.  But right now, you can work around 

the world on 40M using grey line prorogation https://

dx.qsl.net/propagation/greyline.html  and/or some good 

luck.  My 40M station consists of a dipole and an 

IC7300.  This combo works well on both CW and 

FT4/8.  I’ve heard rumors that it works well on SSB as 

well, but I’ve misplaced my microphone.   

The DX world of today is a very rapidly changing beast, 

and impossible to track with a monthly NL.  The fol-

lowing links will take you to multiple sources of infor-

mation concerning DX activities. 

https://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html 

https://clublog.org/ 

https://dxheat.com/dxc/ 

73 DE W4PID 

https://dx-world.net/9q6bb-dem-republic-of-congo/
https://dx-world.net/9q6bb-dem-republic-of-congo/
https://dxpedition.wixsite.com/e44ru
https://dxpedition.wixsite.com/e44ru
https://bouvetoya.org/3yoi-preparations-resumed/
https://clublog.org/livestream/zc4uw
https://dx.qsl.net/propagation/greyline.html
https://dx.qsl.net/propagation/greyline.html
https://www.ng3k.com/Misc/adxo.html
https://clublog.org/
https://dxheat.com/dxc/
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2020 Hamfests 
 
W4NC First-Fest 

Start/End Date: 01/11/2020 

Location: Robinhood Road Baptist 

Church 

 5422 Robin Hood Road 

 Winston-Salem, NC  

 Website: http://W4NC.com 

 Sponsor: Forsyth Amateur Radio Club 

 Type: ARRL Hamfest 

 Talk-In: 145.47 (PL 100) 

 Public Contact: David Shoaf , KC4X  

 630 Coliseum Drive Winston-Salem, NC 

27106 

 Phone: 336-930-9462 

 Email: info@w4nc.com 

——————————————————————- 

 
CARS Hamfest and Computer Show, ARRL 

SC State Convention  

 Start/End Date: 02/01/2020 

 Location: Armory Park Community Cen-

ter 

 5000 Lackawanna BV 

 North Charleston, SC 29405 

 Website: https://wa4usn.org/ 

 Sponsor: Charleston Amateur Radio 

Society 

 Type: ARRL Convention 

 Talk-In: 146.790- (PL 103.5) 

 Public Contact: Steven LaMendola , 

KE4THX  

 706 East Saltash Alley Goose Creek, 

SC 29445 

 Phone: 336-740-4382 

 Email: steven.lamendola@gmail.com 

____________________________________  

 FrostFest, ARRL Virginia State Con-

vention 2020  

 Start/End Date: 02/01/2020 

  Location: Richmond Raceway Complex 

 600 East Laburnum Avenue 

 Richmond, VA 23218 

 Website: http://frostfest.com 

 Sponsor: Richmond Amateur Telecommu-

nications Society 

 Type: ARRL Convention 

 Talk-In: 146.880 (PL 74.4) 

 Public Contact: Robert Marshall , 

KI4MCW  

 P.O. Box 70613 Henrico, VA 23255 

 Phone: 804-501-8203 

 Email: ki4mcw@frostfest.com 

2020 Hamfests  
(continued) 

Charlotte Hamfest, ARRL North Caro-

lina Section Convention 2020  

 Start Date: 03/13/2020 

  End Date: 03/14/2020 

 Location: Cabarrus Arena & Events 

Center 

 4751 NC Highway 49 North 

 Concord, NC 28025 

 Website: http://

www.charlottehamfest.org 

 Sponsor: Mecklenburg Amateur Radio 

Society 

 Type: ARRL Convention 

 Talk-In: 146.655 -600kHz, no tone 

 Public Contact: Tim Slay , N4IB  

 141 Queens Cove Road Mooresville, NC 

28117 

 Phone: 704-948-7373 

 Email: info@charlottehamfest.org 

———————————————————————————————————— 

  Charleston Hamfest, ARRL West Vir-

ginia Section Convention  

 Start/End Date: 03/14/2020 

 Location: Charleston Coliseum & Con-

vention Center 

 200 Civic Center Drive 

 Charleston, WV 25301 

 Website: http://

www.chaswvhamfest.com 

 Sponsor: Charleston Hamfest Commit-

tee 

 Type: ARRL Convention 

 Talk-In: 145.35 (PL 91.5) 

 Public Contact: James Jim Damron , 

N8TMW  

 23 Baxter Drive Charleston, WV 25302 

 Phone: 304-965-5349 

 Email: n8tmw@arrl.net 

—————————————————————— 

Catawba Valley Hamfest  

 Start/End Date: 04/25/2020 

  Location: Burke County Fairgrounds 

 145 Bost Road 

 Morganton, NC 28655 

 Website: http://cvhamfest.com 

 Sponsor: McDowell Amateur Radio As-

sociation 

 Type: ARRL Hamfest 

 Talk-In: 147.150 (PL 94.8) 

 Public Contact: Michael Fox , KF4MWX  

 4895 Karen Court Morganton, NC 28655 

 Phone: 828-437-2787 

 Email: kf4mwx@gmail.com 
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From the Way Back Machine is this 

photo of Jim Torrence, K4YYJ and 

later N4BJ.   

Jim was a prominent amateur and club 

member in the mid and late sixties 

and was an early experimenter and 

builder of VHF equipment. 

 This included a near kilowatt 2 me-

ter rig when most in that era were 

using small Heath Twoers or Gonset 

Communicators.   

Jim ran a successful photography 

business (Torrence Studio) on West 

Innes Street near Catawba for many 

years and was a mentor to many new 

amateurs of the era. 

  His brother ran a photo store in 

downtown Salisbury for many years as 

well.  He was for many years K4YYJ 

but later upgraded to the 1X2 call 

N4BJ (for Big Jim as he put it.) 

Great ham and great gentleman.  

Sent in by Wayne Ashworth W4HG 

Items listed on this page must be Amateur Radio 

related and offered by a club member. 

 *** No Commercial Ads *** 

For Sale:  Great QRP rig.  TenTec Argonaut 509.  Rig 

has been stored for several years after a complete over-

haul and updating by TenTec.  I recently dug it out and 

tested it.  Works fine and is a super CW rig.  Rig comes 

with the matching power supply, CW filter, and Crystal 

calibrator.  $200 for the lot. Rig will work SSB as well, 

however I do not have the matching microphone. $200. 

Wayne W4HG 

—————————————————————— 

 

If you have an item you would like to sell, just 

send an email with a picture if possible to : 

RARS_Harmonics@carolina.rr.com 


